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DMI Director’s Report — July 2026

From Jason llstrup, DMI President

Creating Connections and Community:

DMI welcomed three new members to our Policy Research team: Ana Massoglia, Brewster
Hutchinson, and Alexei Marquez. Welcome to DMI!

DMI hosted several events this month including a New Faces, New Places at RDG Planning and

Design, and an I.D.E.A. series event on LGBTQIA+ in DEI, Pride Month welcoming a panel
discussion at the Overture Center.

DMI Media Mentions:

June 12 — InBusiness Magazine - Hiawatha West Could Be Just the Beginning

June 26 — REJournals - Madison's Momentum: Development, Retail, and Innovation Continue to
Fuel Wisconsin's Capitol City

June 26 — WMTV - Closest We've Seen: Supporters Optimistic About Latest Amtrak Proposal to
Madison

July 7 — WISC - Local Pakistani Restaurant Forced to Close

Presentations:

Jason emceed the Madison Reading Project’s Read(y) to Wear event again this year.

Jason emceed part of the Madison Symphony Orchestra’s 100" Anniversary. Jason also
accompanied Mama Digdown’s Brass Band through the Dane County Farmers’ Market to attract
attention to the celebration.

Jason toured a delegation of city leaders from Topeka, Kansas around downtown Madison. He

also participated in a panel discussion on partnerships with Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway, and
Ellie Westmin-Chin.

Jason toured downtown with Reinhart’s Wisconsin summer associates.

Economic Development:

The DMI Economic Development Committee met in June and heard two presentations, one on

the economic impact of the Overture Center on Downtown, and the other on the 2025 tourism
economic impact data from Destination Madison.

Membership Development:

DMI welcomed several new members, including:

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP https://www.claconnect.com/en



https://ibmadison.com/hiawatha-west-could-be-just-the-beginning-2/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=IB+Madison+Afternoon+Update%3A+Hiawatha+West+could+be+just+the+beginning+for+Amtrak+in+Wisconsin+-+WI+Tech+Council+launches+Wisconsin+Quantum+Alliance&utm_campaign=June+11+p+m++%28Copy%29
https://rejournals.com/madisons-momentum-development-retail-and-innovation-continue-to-fuel-wisconsins-capital-city/
https://rejournals.com/madisons-momentum-development-retail-and-innovation-continue-to-fuel-wisconsins-capital-city/
https://www.wmtv15news.com/2026/06/27/closest-weve-seen-supporters-optimistic-about-latest-amtrak-proposal-madison/
https://www.wmtv15news.com/2026/06/27/closest-weve-seen-supporters-optimistic-about-latest-amtrak-proposal-madison/
https://www.channel3000.com/news/local-pakistani-restaurant-forced-to-close/article_e1f173a4-5fea-4576-8dde-99c928075b4c.html
https://www.claconnect.com/en

GiGi's Playhouse Madison https://gigisplayhouse.org/madison/

Human Interest Inc. https://humaninterest.com

M&M Office Interiors LLC https://mmoffice.com/

Night Owl CPA www.nightowlcpa.com

Realta Fusion www.realtafusion.com

RINKA www.rinka.com

SunPeak https://www.sunpeakpower.com/

Thrill Factory
Entertainment https://thrillfactoryentertainment.com/

Tingalls Graphic Design https://tingalls.com/

Transportation:

e The Madison City Council approved the new geometry for the reconstruction of Regent Street.
The project is slated to begin in 2027.

e The DMI Transportation Committee toured the City of Madison’s new parking facility and
intercity bus station on Lake Street.

e The DMI Transportation Committee is hosting a joint committee meeting with Economic
Development to discuss how the City of Madison’s Planning and Transportation Departments
work together.

Quality of Life:

e The DMI Quality of Life Committee toured the City of Madison’s new Bartillon men’s shelter on
the east side of Madison.

Inclusiveness:

e DMI helped host the Madison Area Diversity Roundtable (MADR) meeting in June. The group
discussed a recent New York Times video with leading DEI practitioners.

Beyond Compliance:

e The Beyond Compliance Sub-Committee met in July to discuss their upcoming community
survey.
e The Accessible and Affordable Housing Task Force did not meet this month.

Government Relations:

e Jason and leaders from the International Downtown Association (IDA) met with Health and
Human Services Department’s Administrator of the Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) Tom Engels and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) Chief of Staff Tom Westlake in Washington DC.
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e The DMI Government Relations Committee met briefly this month.

For questions or more information, contact Jason lIstrup, DMI President, at 608-512-1330 or
jilstrup@downtownmadison.org.



